PY 
Calexico, California 
February 1, 1961 
Ed Hayes, Manager 
imperial Valley Farmers Asso¢iation 
Pursuant to instructions from Eugenio de Anzorena, Minister, Mexican 
Embassy, Mexican Representative to Government of United States under 
international Agreement, I hereby request that all Mexican farm workers 


under contract your Association who are at present time at properties of 


15 user-members where Strike is in progress, be inmediately transferred 


to work for other user-members of your Association where there is no 


strike, 


Humberto Martinez Romero 
Consul df Mexico 
Calexico 


coat 


COPY 


The Honorable Humberto Martinez Romero 

Cansul of Mexico 

Calexico, California El Centro, California 
February 1, 1961 

Dear Sir: 

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter efi today, Number 
109, wherein you request the transfer of Mexican farm workers for 15 
union-members to other members for émployment because of ote 2kos, 

I find it difficult to comply with your request for the 
following reasons: 

1) The Wnited States Government has only declared the Jackson 
Produce Company in strike status and the braceros have already been re- 
moved from Jackson Produce Company. 

2) It is our understanding thet unilateral action calling for 
the removal of braceros by the Mexican Government would only be taken if 
an act of violence endangering the health and welfare of the bracero were 
to occur and at that time the action would be taken by the Association or 
through the offices of the United States Goverment. 

3) These workers are under contract calling for certain 
guarantees of employment that have not been met nor is it possible to 
transfer them to other places of employment as deseribed in your letter, 
as those employers have their complement of workers and they also may be 
attacked by the Unions and placed in &lleged labor dispute status. 

In view of the above premise I will withhold any action 
pending further clarification from you, 


Very truly yours, 


Edward F, Hayes, Manager 
Imperial Valley Farmers Association 


Washington, D. C. 
February 2, 1961 


Nums 333 
Ref: 73-0/666.38(73:00) A. 


The Honorable Arthur J. Goldberg 
Secretary of Labor 
Washington, D. C. 


My dear Secretary: 


The seriovaness the strike situation in the Imperial Valley of 
Californta and es it affects Mitianais ofthe Republic of Mexico, has become 
& matter of serious concern to my Government. 


As I indicated to you in my recent commmication concerning the em- 
ployment of Mexican workers by Bruce Church, my Government is most anxious 
that every reasonable effort be made to assure that the safety of my country- 
men not be imperiled. 


The recent court order obtained by various farmers who are employing 
citizens of Mexico on their farms is in a very real sense an affront and a 
challenge to the sovereignty of Mexico. We are most deeply concerned over 
the fact that a United States Court has issued an order which carries with 
it implications that may be construed in Mexico as requiring Mexican workers 
to be employed in an atmosphere of danger to their safety and well-being, 
and as all of the undertones of holding Mexican citizens in peonage. 


The seriousness of the situation has been accentuated today by a dem- 
onstration at one of the ranches which resulted in placing the Mexican workers 
behind locked gates. 


It is the position of the Government of Mexico that it is asserting its 
sovereign rights to protect its nationals when it requests that they be re- 
moved from the struck places, in order to assure the safety of its own country- 
men, Accordingly, on February 1, 1961, pursuant to instructions from my Govern- 
ment, Mexican Consul Humberto Martinez Romero presented a request to Mr. Edward 
Hayes, Manager of the Imperial Valley Farmers Assocation, that all Mexican 
farm workers under contract with the Imperial Valley Farmers Association who 
are employed at the properties of the te wuewsimbard appearing on the attached 
list be transferred to other work for other user-members of the Association 
where there are no strikes. A copy of this letter is attached. I am also 
attaching a topy of Mr. Hayes response declining to comply with this request. 
You will note that Mr. Hayes has fallaciously insisted that the United States 
Government has declared only the Jackson Produce Company Inc. in strike status, 


nite 


This does not conform to the facts which have been communicatedd to my 
Government. 


The demonstration which appeared to be mounting, the increased tension 
that is being generated and the resentment against the present Mexican workers 
who are being identified as strike breakers in the minds of the citizenry of 
tye area are producing a very explosive situation. Accordingly, on behalf of 
my Government, I am requesting that all Mexican workers employed by the om- 
ployers appearing on the attached list on whose farm there has been a deter~- 
mination that a strike exists, be immediately removed in accordance with the 
authority vested in you under Article 7 (d) (2) of the Migrant Labor Agreement 
between our two countries, and that every effort be extended to transfer these 
workers to other employment. 


May I assure you that this is a matter of deep concern to my Government 
and I shall appreciate your prompt action in this matter. 


Very sincerely yours, 


Eugenio de Anzorena, Minister 


¢.c.p- C. Secretario de Relaciones Exteriores, Mexico, D. F. 
Dir. Gral. de Asuntos de Trabajadores 
Migratorios, Mexico, D. F. 


@.¢.p- Hon. Consul General Mexico, Los Angeles, California 


¢,.c.p~ Hon, Consul of Mexico, Calexico, California 


Enclosures: 


List of 15 User-Members 
Letter from Mexican Consul to Mr. Edward Hayes, and 
Letter from Mr, Hayes in reply to Mexican Consul 


: COPY 


EMBAJADO de MEXICO 


LIST OF 15 USER-MEMBERS 


Charles Freedman, 
Jackson Produce Conipany. 
Dtarrigo Brothers, 

J. L. Crosetti. 

Royal Packing Company. 
Fred R. Bright Company. 
Danny Danenbeeg. 

W. B. Hubbard, 

Sam Andrew's Sons, 
Farley Fruit Company. 
Bud Antle, Inc. 

Salinas Valley Vegetable 
Griffin and Allen. 
Admira} Packing Company. 


Arena Imperial Company. 


Draft of Telegram February 8, 1961 


HONORABLE ARTHUR GOLDBERG 

SECRETARY OF LABOR 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

RE REQUEST OF MINISTER EUGENIO DE ANZORENA OF MEXICAN GOVERNMENT 


WE URGENTLY REQUEST YOUR IMMEDIATE COMPLIANCE AND WITHDRAWAL 


OF ALL BRACEROS IN IMPERIAL COUNTY. IN VIEW ous "INDING THAT 


CONDITIONS EXIST ENDANGERING THE HEALTH AND SAFETY OF BRACEROS 
IN THIS AREA ESSENTIAL THAT INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS BETWEEN TWO 
FRIENDLY NATIONS BE FULLY IMPLEMENTED BY PROMPT COMPLIANCE 
WITH A WELL-DOCUMENTED DETERMINATION OF EXISTING FACT. PROMPT 
ACTION ON YOUR PART WILL INSURE THE SAFETY OF THE BRACEROS AND 
THE CONTINUED ALLIANCE WITH A LARGE AND NON-COMMUNISTIC NATION 
TO THE SOUTH IN PRESERVING DEMOCRATIC AIMS. ANY OTHER ACTION 

IN OUR OPINION WILL ONLY BE SEIZED UPON BY NATIONS IN THAT PORTION 
OF THE HEMISPHERE WHICH WILL BE OF AID AND COMF 

COMMUNIST NATIONS. 


JOHN yl LIVINGSTON, DIRECTOR OF ORGANIZATION, AFL-CIO. 


